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The Mood Disorders Society of Canada Calls for Improved Access to 
Mental Health Medications 

 
November 4, 2010 – How can Canadians recover from mental illness when 
discriminatory funding for mental health medications by government does not 
adequately fund access to medication.  
 
A newly released International Report points out Canada’s disappointing record on 
access to medication. The Rx&D International Report on Access to Medicines looked at 
the accessibility of medicines available in Canada and compared the finding to 28 
other countries. The results showed Canada ranked 23rd out of 29, ahead of only 
Poland, New Zealand, Luxemburg, Spain, Japan and Turkey and behind Mexico, the 
Czech Republic and the Republic of Korea. Canada’s overall ranking has changed little 
year-over-year. Last year, Canada reimbursed fewer drugs than the average for all 
countries studied and ranked between Iceland and Turkey.  
 
Reimbursement of Drugs by Disease Category International Average 1  
(Taken from Wyatt Health Management (2010). The Rx&D International Report on 
Access to Medicines, 2009/2010, p 37). 
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Reimbursement of Drugs by Disease Category International Average 2  
(Taken from Wyatt Health Management (2010). The Rx&D International Report on 
Access to Medicines, 2009/2010, p 39). 
 

 
 
The report clearly shows how access to mental health medications falls far below the 
needs and expectations of Canadians. In the areas of Addiction treatments, Women’s 
Health, Neurology, and Mental Health, Canada’s public drug plan reimbursement is far 
behind that of other countries. 
 
 
To view the complete report:  
 
http://www.patientscomefirst.ca/inc/pdfs/RxD_InternationalReport_2010_en.pdf  
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